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Introduction

Good morning, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. I am delighted and honored to have
the opportunity to deliver this keynote address at the OECD-ADBI 12th Roundtable in Tokyo.

This Roundtable was established in 1999 immediately after the Asian Financial Crisis. It aims at
providing an opportunity for experts who have a wide range of backgrounds, including
policymakers, and those working in financial industries and academia, to exchange frank and
candid views on the development of Asian financial markets. Although it was unfortunately
canceled last year owing to the Great East Japan Earthquake, it is my distinct pleasure to be
invited this year once again. In this regard, I would like to convey my sincere appreciation to the
relevant institutions, including the OECD and the ADBI, for their enthusiastic efforts to organize
this valuable event. Moreover, I hope our most welcome guests, taking the opportunity to attend
international conferences hosted in Japan, including this Roundtable, can experience firsthand the
great progress Japan has made in recovering from the disaster.
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